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Del Field was an amiable and naive 
-low-traveler who, while "working 
th the OSS during World War i, 
ade friends with a number of com- 
unists who later became leaders in 
astern Europe. In 1949 he was lured 
« Prague by the Czechoslovak author- 
es and arrested. His wife Herta, his 
rother Hermann, and his “foster 
aughter” Erica Glaser all went to look 
ar him; Erica was arrested. in East 
‘trmany, Hermann in Warsaw. They 
ere each of them tortured, and Noel 
ield “confessed” that as an American 
gent he had recruited many Party 
raders to serve Washington. This “con- 
2ssion” was one of the main pieces of 
vidence in the European show trials 
etween 1949 and 1953 in which so 


many communist leaders were de- 
troyed, : 
- During the thaw that followed 


{ 
i 
Stalin’s death Field and the rest of his 
amily were released. Noel and Herta { 
those to stay in Budapest, where he | 
tied, honored by the Party press, in i 
1970, and where Herta still lives,. | 
zclermann teaches at Tufts University in | 
Boston, and Erica teaches in a school | 
an Vireinia: She has written an excel- 
sent account of her experiences in first 
East German and then Soviet prison |} 
camps. * 


The man who arrested Hermann} 

Field in Warsaw was Jozef Swiatlo, a| 
~Polish intelligeace officer who also | 
helped to stage many of the Potisti| 
trials, and who defected to the West ir: 

1953. Stewart Steven has never talked 
to Swiatlo, who is now said to live in! 
the United States; but the principal | 
claim he makes in this book is that! 
Swiatlo played a far greater part than | 
has hitherto been suspected in all the | 
main East European trials and that he| 
did so as an American agent, : 

In 1948, says Steven, when Swiatlo! 
was one of the most powerful men in. 
Poland’s secret police, he told the | 
British Secret -Intelfigence Service in! 
Warsaw that he wanted to defect. ! 
(Steven describes the scene of this | 
encounter in very remarkable detail.)! 
The British turned the Suggestion over: 
to Allen Dulles, who persuaded Swiatlo 
to stay on in Warsaw and work for 
him, 
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Dulles, according ! ta Steven; had’ ‘al after ‘this book was published, Her! 


i and the/-evidence... 


‘dence he provides for his claims make 


00160004-3 


theory, as nasty as it was foolish, that! mann Field wrote Steven asking, why: 


the’ Beoples of Eastern Europe.. would, he had not tried to do so, Steven; 


rise. up- and “roll back” the iron| replied that he had not had time! ang! 


‘curtain if only.. -they: were subjected to{ that those who had been victims ve 
the worst sort’ of “Stalinist tyranny.; least likely to know the background o 


ts in question. In fact, soon. 
the West was then backing: the even 
ha a ani according: to. after his release Hermann Field wrote a! 


Steven, to: destroy all those: so-called! detailed, unpublished. account of his. 
“liberal,” “nationalist,” and “ihome’?; ‘time in a Polish prison and his meet-: 
communists who could conceivably ings ie oe 
t there are as 
opular leaders and to -pro-, tha 

eed those who would’ be; defection that pose troubling ques-; 
hated by the East Europeans. , ions, he remains unconvinced by. 

nee in Steven’s account, also! Steven’s general thesis. Erica Wallach; 
detested Field who he delieved had| suspects more strongly than he te 
betrayed and embarrassed the OSS by| that Swiatlo had some connection wit 
helping to install communists in East: the CIA. ee fee 
European countries during the closing: Ech any . 
days. of the war. When Swiatlo sus-| has obtaine .. 


kes jarrin 
gested in 1949 that he denounce Fila] Mr. Steven, moreover, makes jarring: 


takes that Undermine confidence in’ 
as an. Amleriean agent, Dulles nape ily, us book. He writes that after the war: 


oe ae et cae the East European gta ae “ten 
for socialism and a friendly. firm: 
ee ee alliance with the Soviet Union” butt 


would be pro- 
Soviet soldiers in War-| 

i i elves. He then describes jet sok 
vided by: the Americans thems | saw as having “their spirit crushed by! 


would uncover a major Trotskyist 
hatred 


i by the United’ the ; m.’ 
pie ae ee ee to Beria Claims that crucial to the conviction of! 


: i inis Viadimir; 

himself that the center of that con! Gottwald’s foreign minister mae 
irac was a man named Noel: Clementis for the then crime 0 o- 
Hailed, Eile: ” This plot, Steven’ Vak nationalism” was the prior uns 
i i { 

claims, was named by Dulles himself: Jnasking of Otto Sling eS8 ares 
Operation Splinter Factor. i nationalist. He writes, “No one in: 
If this ugly story were true, many” Czechoslovakia would believe the line: 


thousands of people were killed or: 


tortured or persecuted because of -a' Slovak anti-state center without Sling; 


pilot by Dulles that had the unintended being involved too.” i Sling aii 
effect of making Stalin’s control over! as Steven cams: Slovak | regional. 
‘Eastern Europe even tighter. But is it; Party secretary” but a caret in chiles 
true? Almost all of Steven’s crucial) Of the Czech town of Brno; he Dever 
information and allegations are derived: Was and never could be associated with’ 
from anonymous CIA, SIS, and East’ Slovak nationalism in any way. Opera~ 
European sources, Very little investi-; fon Splinter Factor, announces Steven, : 
gative reporting can be done. without). * . had as its = ee se does 
the help of protected insiders, but the: sibility for the Potsdam riots whic. 


‘blanket immunity Mr. Steven.(perhaps! Were so dramatically to change modern: 
inevitably) gives his sources, and the! Polish history.” Potsdam happens to bei 


complete lack Of corroborative: evi-i in East Germany; the Polish riots took’ 


place in Poznan. 4 
It is possible to interpret, ‘as Steven! 


| does, the ruin of such men as the! 


White Mr. Steven will not identify Hungarian _Iinister of the une 
his sources for the alleged plot, he did: Easzlo: ‘Rajky ane of Vladimir <Cle- 
not bother to consult two of its: 
victims—Hermann Field and Erica’ 
Wallach—even though he could easily 
have. seen them when he visited Wash-| 
ington and Boston. Since both knew: 
Field intimately and Hermann Field 
had seen more of the techniques and 
behavior of Jozef Swiatlo than any 


it hard to assess their worth. 


Steven declares, 


all interest ‘in the 
Viadimir Clementis. Allen Dulles was 
after the biggest catch of all’~Rudolf 
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surrounding. them.” Hei | 


that Clementis was the Jeader of a! - 


mentis, as consistent with a plot by: 
! Dulles to destroy the more “moderate”: 

leaders of Eastern Europe. But then! 
in a typical passage,: 
that by 1951 “Splinter Factor had lost. 
now-imprisoned’ 


‘. 


